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One of my top priorities as Secretary of State is the safety of all 
motorists on Illinois highways. Over the past few years, my office has 
initiated numerous traffic safety measures, including an overhaul of 
the Commercial Driver's Licensing (COL) Program. My goal is to 
ensure that we license only safe and qualified drivers to operate 
commercial vehicles in the state. 

In April 2003, new testing procedures were implemented in all 20 
Secretary of State facilities that issue commercial driver's licenses. 
The new procedures require all COL applicants to take their written 
exams on automated testing machines that scramble the questions, 
making cheating nearly impossible. This measure coma;; on the heels 
of dozens of other reforms implemented by my office tB: strengthen 
the CDL Program, including: 

• Requiring out-of-state drivers to pass the Illinois exam prior to 
licensure. 

• Enacting a three-fail rule (see page 6), which ends the practice 
of allowing applicants infinite chances to pass an exam. 

• Prohibiting assistance with reading CDL applications or tests at 
Secretary of State facilities. 

• Discontinuing the renewal of learntng permits. A CDL permit is 
valid for no more than one year without a complete retest. 

• Setting stricter standards for third-party testing applicants, includ
ing requiring a minimum training period for commercial drivers 
who receive certification though a third-party entity. 

This study guide outlines these new requirements and provides all 
the necessary information to prepare truck drivers for their CDL 
exams. I encourage you to study this guide thoroughly before taking 
the exams. 

I thank the trucking industry for promoting highway safety and work
ing with my office to ensure that only the most qualified drivers get 
behind the wheels of big trucks. 

Jesse White 
Secretary of State 
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in addition to the vision screening required for aU driver~! . aW' CDli 
• applicants will be required to pass a written test, and most are . re~ . 
. ,qui red to pass ~ skills and road :test. . .. . , 











Section 2: Driving Safely 







Safety Note: Always put vehicle key in your pocket - or someone 
might move the vehicle while you are checking underneath it. 











These questions may be on the written exam, If you cannot answer all of them, study section 
2,2 BasIc Control of Your Vehicle, 























These questions rnay be on the written exam. If you cannot answer all of them, study Sections 2.8,2.9, 

2,10 and 2.1'1, . 























Section 3: Transporting ()argo Safely 







Section 4: 'Transporting Passengers· 







oection 5: Air Brakes 













Section 6: C:ombination 'Vehicles' 

















8ection 7: [)oubles and -rriples 





Caution: Never unlocK the pintle hook with the dolly still under 
the rear trailer. ITFhe dolly tow bar may fly up, possibly causing 
Injury and making it very difficult to re-couple, 





Section 8: Tank Vehicles 





iection 9: l1azardous Materials 

































. (b) . A letter of application for a WaiVeT may be sUbmitted. 
jointly by the person who seeklij a waiver of the physical 

. ' disqualification (driver 'applicant) and by' the motor carrier that 
will employ the driver appliCant if the application is granted. 
The appHcationmust be addr:essedto the Regi<mal Federal 

, Highway AdfTlinistrator for the region in which the ccapplicant 
motor carrier's principal place of business Is locat~~. 

Exception: A letter of application for a waiver may be. submitted 
unilaterally by a driver applicant. ' 

Federal Highway AdminiStration' 
19900 Governors Dr; 
Suite '2'10 
Olympia fields! IL 60461 

successfuliy completed, an appropriate re"habilitation program' .' 
which meets the standarqs of his/her State's driver licensing ~.', 
agency, may apply to the licensing agency for reinstatement ' •. 

, .' 9f his/her commercial driver's license., Such applicants shall' ' 
not be eligible for reinstatement from the State unless and 
until such time as he/she has first'served a minimum~ 

· 'disql,laJification period of 10 years and has fully met the' 
licensing State's standards for reinstatement otcommercial . 
motor vehicle driving privileges. $hould. a reinstated driver be 

... subsequently convicted of another disql:lalifying offense, as ' 
· specifled in paragraphs (b)(2)(i) through (b)(2)(iv) of this·' 
· sectibO, he/she shall be permanently disqualified for life; and 

.. shall be ineligible to again apply fora re'duction of the lifetime' 
· disqualificEltion. ... ; . ',' . .' ' 

(c) . Disqualification for serious traffic violations. 
(1) General rule. A driver who is cOflvictedof serious 

traffic violatl0ns is disqualifi~d for the period of time'specifie,d 
in paragraph (c)(2) of this section, if the offenses were 
committed while operating a commercial motor,vehicle. . 

(2), Duration of disqualification for serious traffic ' .. ' 
~~OO~ .' . 

{i) : Second violation. A driver who, during any 3-year' 
period,is convicted of two serious traffic vlolations in 
separate incidents, is disqualified for. a period of 60 days, 

(ii) Third violation. A driver who, during any 3-year 
period, .is convicted of three serious traffic violations in 
separate incidents, is disqualified for a period of 120 days, .' 

(d) Disqualification for violatiOn of out-of-service. 
orders, . 

(1) General rule. A driver Who is convicted of violating, 
an out-of-service order while driving a commercial motor .' 
vehicle is disqualified for the petiod of time specified in 

· paragraph' (d)(2) of this section. In addition, such dr~ver is 
· subject to specicl1 penalties as contained in §383.53(b). . ' 
, '(.2)·' Duration of disqualification for violation of out-. 
of-service orders, . . .. " 

0) . First violation, A driver is disqualified fpt not less 
than 90 days nor more thah one year' if the drivet is convicted"·, .... 

, of a first violation of an.out-of-service Qrder. 
(ii) Second violati.on. A driver is disqualified fat not less 

,than ,one year nor more thfJ.n five years if, during any 10:year ". 
· period, the-driver is convicted of tWo violations of ou~-of-service" 

" orC/ers in separate incidents. . 
(iii) Third or subsequent violation. A dr,iver is' 

). disqualified for not less thitn .three years nor more than five 
years if, during any 1 O-year period, the drivet is convicted of 
three or more violations of out-of-service orders in separate' .' 
incidents, . 

(iv) Special rUle fo~ hazardous materials and 
passe,nger offenses. A driver is disqualified for a period of 
not less than 180 d~ys nor more than two years if the driver is ... 
(convicted of a first violation of ~n out-of-service order while' 

· transporting hazardous materials' required to he placarded 
under the hazardous Materials Transportati'on' Act (4~ U.s'C; . 
5101et seq.) or while operating motor vehicles designectto 
transport more than '15 passengers, including the driver, A . 
· driver is disqualified for a period at hot less than three' years ' 

· . nor more than five years if, during any 1,O-year period, the 
· '. driver is convicted of any subsequent Violations of out-of
· service orders, in separateincldents, while tran'Sporting ... 
· hazardous materials required to be placarded under the 
· Hazardous Materials 'Transportation Act, or while operating 
;motor vehicles des'igned to transport more than 15· 
passengers, including the driver. 

(e) Substantial compliance by States. . . . , 
(1') . Nothing in this rule shall be construed to require a 

State to apply its criminal or other sanctions ford riving under 
· the influence to a petson found to have operated a commerCial' 

motor vehicle with an alcohol concentration of 0.04 percent, . 
except licensing sanctions Including suspension, revqcation, . 
or cancellation. 

(2) A State that enacts and enforces through licensing 
sanctions the disqualification's prescribed in §353.51(b) at 
the 0.04 alcohol concentration level and gives full'faith and 
credit to the disqualific~tion of commercial motor vehicle 
drivers by other States' shall be deemed in substantial 

· compti'ance with section 12009(a)(3)of the Commercial Motor . 
· Vehicle Safety Act of 1986. 



















Section 11: Basic Vehicle Control Skills Test 







Section 12 - On Road Driving Test 











Hazardous Materials Warning Labels 
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Hazardous Materials Warning Labels 
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